




 
 
 

SIGNAGE REGULATIONS CHART       

 
Corridor Types (Sec. 2.10.1) 

       

Boulevard Downtown Core Street City Street Neighborhood Street Lane Redwood Creek Public Open Space 

Sign Type Regulations (Sec. 2.10.3)       

Grand Projecting Signs --- Permitted - L/AR --- --- --- --- --- 

Marquee Signs --- Permitted - E 500 --- --- --- --- --- 

Grand Wall Sign --- Permitted - SW 2000 --- --- --- --- --- 

Wall Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Blade Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Projecting Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Awning Face Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Awning Valance Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Awning Side Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Above Awning Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Under Awning Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Canopy Fascia Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Above Canopy Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Under Canopy Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Recessed Entry Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Window Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Building Identification Wall Signs Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 --- Permitted - Bldg 50 

Bldg. Ident. Canopy Fascia Signs Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 --- Permitted - Bldg 50 

Bldg. Ident. Window Signs Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 Permitted - Bldg 50 --- Permitted - Bldg 50 

Temporary Window Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

Temporary Wall Signs Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res Permitted - Non Res --- Permitted - Non Res 

 

Legend: 

Permitted - L/AR: This sign type is permitted for Lodging and Anchor Retail use groups, as indicated. 

Permitted - E 500: This sign type is permitted for movie theaters and live performance theaters with a capacity of 500 persons or greater, as indicated. 

Permitted - SW 2000: This sign type is permitted for non-residential uses with an unfenestrated Sidewall with an area of 2,000 square feet or greater, as indicated. Permitted - Non Res: This sign type is 

permitted for non-residential uses with a dedicated ground floor entrance, as indicated. 

Permitted - Bld 50: This sign type is permitted for any building with a Façade 50 feet wide or greater, as indicated. 

--- : These elements are not permitted, as indicated. 
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A1.1. RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY
In order to best preserve historic resources and ensure compatibility of 
future development, a full reconnaissance survey of historic resources was 
undert�D�N�H�Q���� �)�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�X�O�O�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\����
�S�O�H�D�V�H�� �U�H�I�H�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� ���5�H�G�Z�R�R�G�� �&�L�W�\���� �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�� �'�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q�� �3�U�H�F�L�V�H�� �3�O�D�Q����
�-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� �������� ������������ �/�D�V�W�� �$�P�H�Q�G�H�G�� �R�Q�� �-�X�Q�H�� �������� ������������ �$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[�� �$�������� �D�Q�G��
�$������������
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A1.2.2. NON-R ESOURCE  REGULATIONS

While most of Downtown Redwood City’s parcels do not contain a historic 
resource, they are still affected by the historic resource preservation strategy. 
This is due to importance of compatibility in historic preservation. Therefore, 
regulations have been built into the DTPP to ensure compatibility of new 
development with nearby historic resources. The effect of development near 
historic resources (including non-contributing properties within historic 
�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�����L�V���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\���V�W�X�G�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���,�P�S�D�F�W���5�H�S�R�U�W����

In particular, three additional regulatory tools were used to ensure that new 
development on non-historic sites is compatible with historic resources:

A) Mandatory Front Setbacks

For parcels near concentrations of historic single family homes with established 
front setbacks, the building disposition and landscaping regulations in the 
DTPP require new development along “Neighborhood Street” corridor types 
to have a minimum front setback of ten feet, in order to maintain compatibility 
with nearby historic resources. Areas where mandatory front setbacks were 
established in order to accomplish these goals are as follows:

Brewster Street. The Mezesville Historic District includes several 
historic single-family homes along Brewster Street. These homes 
all have well-established front setbacks which contribute to their 
character. In addition, later developments have been required by 
the City to respect this pattern. Therefore, to preserve this historic 
pattern as the area grows, front setbacks of no less than ten feet 
will be required of all parcels within the DTPP Area fronting on 
Brewster Street between Arguello Street and Veterans Boulevard.

Maple Street. The majority of properties along Maple Street 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�H�D���R�I���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
or potential historic resources. Most of these properties also have 
well-established front setbacks which contribute to their character. 
In addition, later developments have been required by the City to 
respect this pattern. Therefore, to preserve this historic pattern 
as the area grows, front setbacks of no less than ten feet will be 
required of all parcels within the DTPP Area fronting on Maple 
Street between Marshall and Main Streets.

West of El Camino. Many of the properties west of El Camino Real in 
�W�K�H���$�U�H�D���R�I���,�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V����
Most of these properties also have well-established front setbacks 
which contribute to their character. In addition, later developments 
have been required by the City to respect this pattern. Therefore, to 
preserve this historic pattern as the area grows, front setbacks of 
no less than ten feet will be required of all parcels within the DTPP 
Area fronting on side streets west of El Camino Real between James 
Avenue and Lincoln Avenue.
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�$���������������1�R�Q���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V

�%��Height Reductions���$�U�H�D���0�D�S

In some areas, height limits have been reduced below the typical 8 to 12 
story maximum of this plan in order to preserve the “feel” of the experience 
along historic streets, to minimize aesthetic impacts of new development on 
historic resources (especially where resources are clustered), and to promote 
appropriate height transitions to low-rise historic neighborhoods adjacent 
to the Precise Plan area. Areas where heights were reduced in order 
to accomplish these goals are as follows:

2. Broadway Corridor.  Broadway has been Downtown Redwood
City’s primary street for at least 70 years. Traditionally, heights were 
varied here, with three stories being the highest height. While most
of its historic building stock has been destroyed, many resources
remain and the low-rise character is still dominant, despite the
long-standing 100’ height limit. Therefore, to preserve this historic
scale as the area grows, the front 40 feet of all parcels fronting
�R�Q���%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���'�7�3�3���D�U�H�D�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I
Courthouse Square, as described above) will only be allowed three
stories in height.

Height Reduction Ares: 1-Courthouse Square Area, 2-Broadway Corridor, 3-Main 
Street Corridor, 4-Library Area, 5-Stambaugh-Heller Transition Area, 6-Mezesville 
Transition Area, 7-El Camino Real Transition Area.

Broadway at Main, looking west, circa 1915.  The pattern of varied heights, topping 
out at three stories, is evident.

3. Main Street Corridor.  In addition to being Redwood City’s
�¿�U�V�W���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�R�U�H�����0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���K�D�V���L�W�V���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I
historic resources, including a formally recognized historic district.
As with Broadway, heights were traditionally varied here, with three
stories being the highest height. While most of its historic building
stock has been lost on the west side south of the Sequoia Hotel,
much of it remains on the east side, and the low-rise character is
still dominant throughout. Therefore, to preserve this historic scale
as the area grows, the front 40 feet of all parcels fronting on Main
Street through the entire DTPP area will only be allowed three
stories in height.

4. Library Area.  While the Library is not part of a cluster, it is very
near the Main Street cluster and is among Redwood City’s most
treasured historic resources. In addition to being Redwood City’s
�O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H�� �¿�U�H�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �D�G�D�S�W�L�Y�H�� �U�H�X�V�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �W�K�H
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A1.2.2. NON-R ESOURCE  REGULATIONS

While most of Downtown Redwood City’s parcels do not contain a historic 
resource, they are still affected by the historic resource preservation strategy. 
This is due to importance of compatibility in historic preservation. Therefore, 
regulations have been built into the DTPP to ensure compatibility of new 
development with nearby historic resources. The effect of development near 
historic resources (including non-contributing properties within historic 
�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�����L�V���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\���V�W�X�G�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���,�P�S�D�F�W���5�H�S�R�U�W����

In particular, three additional regulatory tools were used to ensure that new 
development on non-historic sites is compatible with historic resources:

A) Mandatory Front Setbacks

For parcels near concentrations of historic single family homes with established 
front setbacks, the building disposition and landscaping regulations in the 
DTPP require new development along “Neighborhood Street” corridor types 
to have a minimum front setback of ten feet, in order to maintain compatibility 
with nearby historic resources. Areas where mandatory front setbacks were 
established in order to accomplish these goals are as follows:

Brewster Street. The Mezesville Historic District includes several 
historic single-family homes along Brewster Street. These homes 
all have well-established front setbacks which contribute to their 
character. In addition, later developments have been required by 
the City to respect this pattern. Therefore, to preserve this historic 
pattern as the area grows, front setbacks of no less than ten feet 
will be required of all parcels within the DTPP Area fronting on 
Brewster Street between Arguello Street and Veterans Boulevard.

Maple Street. The majority of properties along Maple Street 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�H�D���R�I���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
or potential historic resources. Most of these properties also have 
well-established front setbacks which contribute to their character. 
In addition, later developments have been required by the City to 
respect this pattern. Therefore, to preserve this historic pattern 
as the area grows, front setbacks of no less than ten feet will be 
required of all parcels within the DTPP Area fronting on Maple 
Street between Marshall and Main Streets.

West of El Camino. Many of the properties west of El Camino Real in 
�W�K�H���$�U�H�D���R�I���,�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V����
Most of these properties also have well-established front setbacks 
which contribute to their character. In addition, later developments 
have been required by the City to respect this pattern. Therefore, to 
preserve this historic pattern as the area grows, front setbacks of 
no less than ten feet will be required of all parcels within the DTPP 
Area fronting on side streets west of El Camino Real between James 
Avenue and Lincoln Avenue.
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�$���������������1�R�Q���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V

�%��Height Reductions���$�U�H�D���0�D�S

In some areas, height limits have been reduced below the typical 8 to 12 
story maximum of this plan in order to preserve the “feel” of the experience 
along historic streets, to minimize aesthetic impacts of new development on 
historic resources (especially where resources are clustered), and to promote 
appropriate height transitions to low-rise historic neighborhoods adjacent 
to the Precise Plan area. Areas where heights were reduced in order 
to accomplish these goals are as follows:

2. Broadway Corridor.  Broadway has been Downtown Redwood
City’s primary street for at least 70 years. Traditionally, heights were 
varied here, with three stories being the highest height. While most
of its historic building stock has been destroyed, many resources
remain and the low-rise character is still dominant, despite the
long-standing 100’ height limit. Therefore, to preserve this historic
scale as the area grows, the front 40 feet of all parcels fronting
�R�Q���%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���'�7�3�3���D�U�H�D�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I
Courthouse Square, as described above) will only be allowed three
stories in height.

Height Reduction Ares: 1-Courthouse Square Area, 2-Broadway Corridor, 3-Main 
Street Corridor, 4-Library Area, 5-Stambaugh-Heller Transition Area, 6-Mezesville 
Transition Area, 7-El Camino Real Transition Area.

Broadway at Main, looking west, circa 1915.  The pattern of varied heights, topping 
out at three stories, is evident.

3. Main Street Corridor.  In addition to being Redwood City’s
�¿�U�V�W���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�R�U�H�����0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���K�D�V���L�W�V���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I
historic resources, including a formally recognized historic district.
As with Broadway, heights were traditionally varied here, with three
stories being the highest height. While most of its historic building
stock has been lost on the west side south of the Sequoia Hotel,
much of it remains on the east side, and the low-rise character is
still dominant throughout. Therefore, to preserve this historic scale
as the area grows, the front 40 feet of all parcels fronting on Main
Street through the entire DTPP area will only be allowed three
stories in height.

4. Library Area.  While the Library is not part of a cluster, it is very
near the Main Street cluster and is among Redwood City’s most
treasured historic resources. In addition to being Redwood City’s
�O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H�� �¿�U�H�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �D�G�D�S�W�L�Y�H�� �U�H�X�V�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �W�K�H
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A1.1. RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY
In order to best preserve historic resources and ensure compatibility of 
future development, a full reconnaissance survey of historic resources was 
undert�D�N�H�Q���� �)�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�X�O�O�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\����
�S�O�H�D�V�H�� �U�H�I�H�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� ���5�H�G�Z�R�R�G�� �&�L�W�\���� �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�� �'�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q�� �3�U�H�F�L�V�H�� �3�O�D�Q����
�-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� �������� ������������ �/�D�V�W�� �$�P�H�Q�G�H�G�� �R�Q�� �-�X�Q�H�� �������� ������������ �$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[�� �$�������� �D�Q�G��
�$������������

Ver
a A

ve
nu

e

Adams Street

Stambaugh-Heller
Historic District

Mezesville
Historic District

Main Street
Historic District

Potential
Historic District

Middlefield Road

Har
ris

on
 A

ve
nu

e

C
alifornia S

treet

Ja
mes

 Ave
nu

e

Brewste
r A

ve
nue

Arch St.

Je
ffe

rs
on

 A
ve

nu
e

M
on

ro
e 

S
tr

ee
t

M
ain S

treet

M
ap

le
 S

tre
et

Ja
ck

so
n A

ve
nu

e
M

ad
iso

n A
ve

nu
e

Adam
s Street

Vera
 Ave

nue

Lin
co

ln 
Ave

nu
e

A

B

AA

BB
CC
DD

EE PP

QQ
RRFF

GG
HH

II
JJ

Z

D

E

V

KK
LL

MM

W

F

X

NN

GHIJ

UU

K

OO

SS

O

S

TT

R

Y

Q

L

T
U

M
P

N-1N-2
C

�+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���5�H�F�R�Q�Q�D�L�V�V�D�Q�F�H���6�X�U�Y�H�\���0�D�S

Downtown  Precise Plan Boundary

Area of Influence

Historic Districts

Potential Historic Districts

Historic Resources to be Preserved

Historic Resources which may be 
Altered, Relocated, or Removed

Potential Historic Resources

MAP LEGEND

PA
G

E 1
60

  .
  A

P
PE

N
D

IC
E

S .  
 R

���
���

 C
���

 D
���

���
� P

���
���

 P
���

 

A1.2.2. NON-R ESOURCE  REGULATIONS

While most of Downtown Redwood City’s parcels do not contain a historic 
resource, they are still affected by the historic resource preservation strategy. 
This is due to importance of compatibility in historic preservation. Therefore, 
regulations have been built into the DTPP to ensure compatibility of new 
development with nearby historic resources. The effect of development near 
historic resources (including non-contributing properties within historic 
�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�����L�V���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\���V�W�X�G�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���,�P�S�D�F�W���5�H�S�R�U�W����

In particular, three additional regulatory tools were used to ensure that new 
development on non-historic sites is compatible with historic resources:

A) Mandatory Front Setbacks

For parcels near concentrations of historic single family homes with established 
front setbacks, the building disposition and landscaping regulations in the 
DTPP require new development along “Neighborhood Street” corridor types 
to have a minimum front setback of ten feet, in order to maintain compatibility 
with nearby historic resources. Areas where mandatory front setbacks were 
established in order to accomplish these goals are as follows:

Brewster Street. The Mezesville Historic District includes several 
historic single-family homes along Brewster Street. These homes 
all have well-established front setbacks which contribute to their 
character. In addition, later developments have been required by 
the City to respect this pattern. Therefore, to preserve this historic 
pattern as the area grows, front setbacks of no less than ten feet 
will be required of all parcels within the DTPP Area fronting on 
Brewster Street between Arguello Street and Veterans Boulevard.

Maple Street. The majority of properties along Maple Street 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�H�D���R�I���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
or potential historic resources. Most of these properties also have 
well-established front setbacks which contribute to their character. 
In addition, later developments have been required by the City to 
respect this pattern. Therefore, to preserve this historic pattern 
as the area grows, front setbacks of no less than ten feet will be 
required of all parcels within the DTPP Area fronting on Maple 
Street between Marshall and Main Streets.

West of El Camino. Many of the properties west of El Camino Real in 
�W�K�H���$�U�H�D���R�I���,�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V����
Most of these properties also have well-established front setbacks 
which contribute to their character. In addition, later developments 
have been required by the City to respect this pattern. Therefore, to 
preserve this historic pattern as the area grows, front setbacks of 
no less than ten feet will be required of all parcels within the DTPP 
Area fronting on side streets west of El Camino Real between James 
Avenue and Lincoln Avenue.
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�$���������������1�R�Q���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V

�%��Height Reductions���$�U�H�D���0�D�S

In some areas, height limits have been reduced below the typical 8 to 12 
story maximum of this plan in order to preserve the “feel” of the experience 
along historic streets, to minimize aesthetic impacts of new development on 
historic resources (especially where resources are clustered), and to promote 
appropriate height transitions to low-rise historic neighborhoods adjacent 
to the Precise Plan area. Areas where heights were reduced in order 
to accomplish these goals are as follows:

2. Broadway Corridor.  Broadway has been Downtown Redwood
City’s primary street for at least 70 years. Traditionally, heights were 
varied here, with three stories being the highest height. While most
of its historic building stock has been destroyed, many resources
remain and the low-rise character is still dominant, despite the
long-standing 100’ height limit. Therefore, to preserve this historic
scale as the area grows, the front 40 feet of all parcels fronting
�R�Q���%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���'�7�3�3���D�U�H�D�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I
Courthouse Square, as described above) will only be allowed three
stories in height.

Height Reduction Ares: 1-Courthouse Square Area, 2-Broadway Corridor, 3-Main 
Street Corridor, 4-Library Area, 5-Stambaugh-Heller Transition Area, 6-Mezesville 
Transition Area, 7-El Camino Real Transition Area.

Broadway at Main, looking west, circa 1915.  The pattern of varied heights, topping 
out at three stories, is evident.

3. Main Street Corridor.  In addition to being Redwood City’s
�¿�U�V�W���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�R�U�H�����0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���K�D�V���L�W�V���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I
historic resources, including a formally recognized historic district.
As with Broadway, heights were traditionally varied here, with three
stories being the highest height. While most of its historic building
stock has been lost on the west side south of the Sequoia Hotel,
much of it remains on the east side, and the low-rise character is
still dominant throughout. Therefore, to preserve this historic scale
as the area grows, the front 40 feet of all parcels fronting on Main
Street through the entire DTPP area will only be allowed three
stories in height.

4. Library Area.  While the Library is not part of a cluster, it is very
near the Main Street cluster and is among Redwood City’s most
treasured historic resources. In addition to being Redwood City’s
�O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H�� �¿�U�H�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �D�G�D�S�W�L�Y�H�� �U�H�X�V�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �W�K�H
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A1.2.2. NON-R ESOURCE  REGULATIONS

While most of Downtown Redwood City’s parcels do not contain a historic 
resource, they are still affected by the historic resource preservation strategy. 
This is due to importance of compatibility in historic preservation. Therefore, 
regulations have been built into the DTPP to ensure compatibility of new 
development with nearby historic resources. The effect of development near 
historic resources (including non-contributing properties within historic 
�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�����L�V���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\���V�W�X�G�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���,�P�S�D�F�W���5�H�S�R�U�W����

In particular, three additional regulatory tools were used to ensure that new 
development on non-historic sites is compatible with historic resources:

A) Mandatory Front Setbacks

For parcels near concentrations of historic single family homes with established 
front setbacks, the building disposition and landscaping regulations in the 
DTPP require new development along “Neighborhood Street” corridor types 
to have a minimum front setback of ten feet, in order to maintain compatibility 
with nearby historic resources. Areas where mandatory front setbacks were 
established in order to accomplish these goals are as follows:

Brewster Street. The Mezesville Historic District includes several 
historic single-family homes along Brewster Street. These homes 
all have well-established front setbacks which contribute to their 
character. In addition, later developments have been required by 
the City to respect this pattern. Therefore, to preserve this historic 
pattern as the area grows, front setbacks of no less than ten feet 
will be required of all parcels within the DTPP Area fronting on 
Brewster Street between Arguello Street and Veterans Boulevard.

Maple Street. The majority of properties along Maple Street 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�H�D���R�I���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
or potential historic resources. Most of these properties also have 
well-established front setbacks which contribute to their character. 
In addition, later developments have been required by the City to 
respect this pattern. Therefore, to preserve this historic pattern 
as the area grows, front setbacks of no less than ten feet will be 
required of all parcels within the DTPP Area fronting on Maple 
Street between Marshall and Main Streets.

West of El Camino. Many of the properties west of El Camino Real in 
�W�K�H���$�U�H�D���R�I���,�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V����
Most of these properties also have well-established front setbacks 
which contribute to their character. In addition, later developments 
have been required by the City to respect this pattern. Therefore, to 
preserve this historic pattern as the area grows, front setbacks of 
no less than ten feet will be required of all parcels within the DTPP 
Area fronting on side streets west of El Camino Real between James 
Avenue and Lincoln Avenue.
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�%��Height Reductions���$�U�H�D���0�D�S

In some areas, height limits have been reduced below the typical 8 to 12 
story maximum of this plan in order to preserve the “feel” of the experience 
along historic streets, to minimize aesthetic impacts of new development on 
historic resources (especially where resources are clustered), and to promote 
appropriate height transitions to low-rise historic neighborhoods adjacent 
to the Precise Plan area. Areas where heights were reduced in order 
to accomplish these goals are as follows:

2. Broadway Corridor.  Broadway has been Downtown Redwood
City’s primary street for at least 70 years. Traditionally, heights were 
varied here, with three stories being the highest height. While most
of its historic building stock has been destroyed, many resources
remain and the low-rise character is still dominant, despite the
long-standing 100’ height limit. Therefore, to preserve this historic
scale as the area grows, the front 40 feet of all parcels fronting
�R�Q���%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���'�7�3�3���D�U�H�D�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I
Courthouse Square, as described above) will only be allowed three
stories in height.

Height Reduction Ares: 1-Courthouse Square Area, 2-Broadway Corridor, 3-Main 
Street Corridor, 4-Library Area, 5-Stambaugh-Heller Transition Area, 6-Mezesville 
Transition Area, 7-El Camino Real Transition Area.

Broadway at Main, looking west, circa 1915.  The pattern of varied heights, topping 
out at three stories, is evident.

3. Main Street Corridor.  In addition to being Redwood City’s
�¿�U�V�W���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�R�U�H�����0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���K�D�V���L�W�V���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I
historic resources, including a formally recognized historic district.
As with Broadway, heights were traditionally varied here, with three
stories being the highest height. While most of its historic building
stock has been lost on the west side south of the Sequoia Hotel,
much of it remains on the east side, and the low-rise character is
still dominant throughout. Therefore, to preserve this historic scale
as the area grows, the front 40 feet of all parcels fronting on Main
Street through the entire DTPP area will only be allowed three
stories in height.

4. Library Area.  While the Library is not part of a cluster, it is very
near the Main Street cluster and is among Redwood City’s most
treasured historic resources. In addition to being Redwood City’s
�O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H�� �¿�U�H�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �D�G�D�S�W�L�Y�H�� �U�H�X�V�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �W�K�H

�e following historic sites (formerly iden-
ti�ed in the 2011) no longer reside within 
the Downtown Precise Plan Area: O. 28 
Diller; T. 303 Fuller (�e Smith Bungalow); 
U. 321 Fuller ; and TT. 103 Wilson. V.  
Lathrop House has been relocated south-
east of the Marshall St. and Hamilton St. 
intersection. R. 1322 El Camino Real (�e 
Record Man) historic designation has been 
revoked by the Historic Resource Advisory 
Commitee.
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