
 

CITY OF REDWOOD CITY 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

AVAILABILITY OF NOTICE OF PREPARATION  
 

30-Day Comment Period  
To get input on the scope of the 

environmental review for the project    
 

From September 14, 2021 to  
October 14, 2021 

 

Planning Commission Public Hearing 
 To solicit comments on the appropriate 

scope and content of the EIR 
 

 September 21, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

           MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE 
        No decision will be made at this meeting. 

 

All participants will join the meeting via teleconference pursuant to Governor Newsom’s Executive 
Order N-29-20. To view or participate in the meeting, see the instructions posted on the agenda 72 

hours in advance at www.redwoodcity.org/pc  
 

Project:  Amendments to the General Plan and 
Downtown Precise Plan (DTPP) to permit 
additional residential and non-residential 
development in the plan area, informed by 
the City’s Gatekeeper Projects, and has 
determined that a program level 
Subsequent Environmental Impact Report 
(SEIR) will be necessary to evaluate 
environmental impacts of the project, per 
the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 

 

Location: The Project site is located within Downtown 
Redwood City in the City’s Downtown 
Precise Plan (DTPP), generally bounded by 
Veterans Boulevard, Maple Street, El 
Camino Real, and Brewster Avenue in 
Redwood City, San Mateo County, California. 
The proposed Project would extend the 
northern DTPP boundary to include the 
following four additional parcels: APNs 052-
271-040, -050, -080, and -090. 

Lead 
Agency:  

City of Redwood City 

CEQA A program level Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) will be necessary to evaluate 
environmental impacts of the project, per the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
The SEIR will constitute a substantial revision of the Redwood City Downtown Precise Plan [DTPP] 
Final EIR certified in 2011 and will analyze proposed amendment to the City’s General Plan and 
Downtown Precise Plan that would, if adopted, apply to the entire DTPP area. 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
http://www.redwoodcity.org/pc


How to get more information: The Notice of 
Preparation is available for review online at: 
http://www.redwoodcity.org/gatekeeper or at the 

following locations: 
 
How to provide comments: Comments on the scope of 
the draft Subsequent EIR must be given at the public 
hearing or in writing by October 14, 2021 at 5:00pm. All 
written comments should be directed to the project 
planner:  

Anna McGill, Principal Planner 
amcgill@redwoodcity.org | (650) 780- 7278 
1017 Middlefield Road, Redwood City 94063 

 
En español: Para más información en español, favor 
de comunicarse con (650) 780-7234 o  
planning@redwoodcity.org

Project Description:  

The Downtown Precise Plan Amendments will amend the City’s General Plan and Downtown Precise Plan to: 1) 
increase the office and residential maximum allowable development caps to potentially accommodate additional 
development capacity from the Gatekeeper Projects (described below) collectively, 2) extend the DTPP boundary 
approximately 0.1 miles northward between El Camino Real and the Caltrain tracks (including four additional parcels: 
APNs 052-271-040, -050, -080, and -090), and 3) change certain DTPP development standards (“Project”).  

The DTPP sets maximum allowable development caps for office, residential, retail, and hotel development 
Downtown. The caps for office space and residential uses are almost met, so any project proposing to exceed these 
caps must request both a General Plan and DTPP amendment to increase the caps. The Project is informed by the 
City Council’s direction to City Staff, given in October 2020 and May 2021, to review and recommend an appropriate 
maximum allowable development cap based upon six so-called “Gatekeeper Projects.” The Gatekeeper Projects are 
located at: 1) 651 Camino Real, 2) 901-999 El Camino Real, 3) 2300 Broadway, 4) 603 Jefferson/750 Bradford, 5) 1900 
Broadway, and 6) 601 Allerton Street. The office and residential caps would be amended to accommodate the 
potential collective development of the six Gatekeeper Projects and additional anticipated development capacity for 
the parcels to be added into the DTPP boundary. The retail and hotel development caps would remain unchanged. A 
portion of the residential and office development caps would be set aside for affordable housing and small office 
development, respectively. 

The Project would also include adjustments to parking ratios, circulation, and other DTPP development standards 
(such as frontage regulations and permitted architectural styles). Certain design-related Development Regulations 
may be converted from Mandatory Standards to advisory Guidelines to provide for potential flexibility, such as build-
to-corner, height stepdown, and side setback requirements. The process for granting project-specific Waivers and/or 
Concessions may also be revised. 

A program level SEIR will be necessary to evaluate the environmental impacts of the Project. The SEIR will analyze 
the comprehensive effort to increase the maximum allowable development caps (in both the General Plan and DTPP) 
to potentially accommodate the Gatekeeper Projects collectively, as well as the boundary changes, and revised 
development standards. This SEIR will not analyze any of the Gatekeeper Projects individually or at a project-specific 
level as the City’s actions proposed relate to only policy and plan amendments, not project approvals. Applications 
for the individual Gatekeeper Projects are in various stages of detailed planning, revision, and submission and none 
have been deemed complete. The Council’s conceptual review of the Gatekeeper Projects did not constitute their 
approval, nor has the City made any commitment to approve any or all of these projects. The Gatekeeper Projects 
will proceed independently at the discretion of the applicants and will undergo environmental review (potentially 
tiering from this broader, programmatic SEIR) if and when complete applications are submitted and processed, in the 
manner provided for in CEQA Guidelines 15168.  

More detailed information regarding the project description can be found within the Notice of Preparation on the 
City’s website at www.redwoodcity.org/gatekeeper. 

http://www.redwoodcity.org/gatekeeper
mailto:amcgill@redwoodcity.org
mailto:planning@redwoodcity.org
http://www.redwoodcity.org/gatekeeper

